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The  Power  of  Love  Over  the  Power  of  Fear 


For  four  years  now,  our  nation  has  been  driven  by 
fear.  Fear  is  the  weapon  of  choice  for  violent  extrem¬ 
ists  and  unscrupulous,  self-serving  political  leaders 
alike.  Both  have  used  it  well. 

Our  nation  reacted  to  the  horrific  attacks  of  Sep¬ 
tember  11,  2001,  with  fear.  In  fear,  our  government 
launched  a  "war  on  terror"  with  no  clear  adversary 
or  end,  invaded  and  occupied  other  countries,  and 
fortified  the  government  against  violent  extremists 
and  citizens  alike.  In  fear,  our  government  sacrificed 
the  freedom  of  dissent  and  other  freedoms,  respect 
for  the  rule  of  law,  and  comity  among  nations.  In 
fear,  our  government  now  countenances  torture, 
holds  prisoners  indefinitely  without  charge  or  trial 
outside  any  law,  and  detains  secret  suspects  in  secret 
prisons  in  secret  countries.  Now,  the  poor  and  the 
most  vulnerable,  and  the  victims  of  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita  are  being  forced  to  sacrifice  more  to 
pay  for  these  policies  of  fear. 


Today,  as  a  result  of  the  politics  of  fear,  our  nation 
is  poorer,  weaker,  isolated,  and  divided.  Violent 
extremists  and  fear-mongers  seem  to  have  gained 
the  upper  hand.  But  what  about  tomorrow?  Will 
the  politics  of  fear  continue  to  guide  the  policies  of 
our  country  and  our  relations  with  others?  Is  there 
a  choice? 

In  this  season,  Christians  reflect  on  the  birth  and 
life  of  Jesus.  What  is  the  essence  of  his  message? 
When  asked  by  the  Pharisees,  what  is  the  most 
important  commandment,  he  replied,  "You  shall 
love  the  Lord  your  God  with  all  your  heart,  and 
with  all  your  soul,  and  with  all  your  mind,"  and 
"You  shall  love  your  neighbor  as  yourself  (Matt. 
22:34)."  For  Jesus,  love  is  the  first  principle.  He 
even  tells  us  to  love  our  enemies  and  those  who 
persecute  us  (Matt.  5:44). 

Love  Casts  Out  Fear 


Fear  has  spread  each  step  of  the  way,  but  now,  in 
addition  to  violent  extremists,  the  U.S.  government 
has  become  its  agent. 

Who  would  dare  question  the  "war  on  terror" 
after  the  president  and  others  warned:  "If  you  are 
not  with  us,  you  are  against  us"?  Analysts  across 
the  political  spectrum  agree  that  public  concerns 
about  security  largely  determined  the  outcomes  of 
the  national  elections  of  2002  and  2004.  The  recent 
indictment  of  the  vice  president's  chief  of  staff,  Lewis 
Libby,  has  reopened  the  questions  of  whether  the 
administration  manipulated  intelligence  information 
to  create  a  fearful,  but  false,  specter  of  a  menacing, 
nuclear-armed  Iraq  in  order  to  lead  the  U.S.  into  war. 
It  raises  the  question  of  whether,  by  releasing  the 
name  of  a  covert  CIA  agent  married  to  a  prominent 
critic  of  the  administration's  justification  for  war,  it 
sought  to  silence  its  critics  with  fear. 


The  love  Jesus  spoke  of  casts  out  fear  and 
oppression.  Violent  extremists,  tyrants,  and  fear- 
mongers  will  find  no  comfort  in  this  love  and  have 
no  power  over  it.  This  is  the  kind  of  love  that 
inspired  Gandhi,  Parks,  King,  and  many  others  to 
speak  truth  to  power,  resist  injustice,  and  nonvio- 
lently  transform  their  nations  with  strength  and 
determination. 

Imagine.  What  would  our  nation's  foreign  policies 
look  like  if  this  kind  of  love  and  respect  for  basic 
human  dignity  were  the  guiding  principle  instead 
of  fear?  What  would  this  love  have  us  do  to  reduce 
violent  extremism,  to  help  the  Iraqis  find  peace  and 
security,  or  to  prevent  a  future  war  with  China? 
(Read  more  on  this  inside.)  ■ 

PEACE  IS  POSSIBLE 
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What's  Needed  to  Reduce  Threat 
ofU.S.  War  with  China 

The  Bush  administration  is  to  be  commended  for  its  diplomatic  initiative 
with  China  this  year.  Several  U.S.  delegations,  including  the  secretar¬ 
ies  of  Commerce,  State,  Treasury,  and  Defense,  have  traveled  to  Beijing 
to  meet  with  their  counterparts.  Presidents  Bush  and  Hu  Jintao  met 
in  New  York  at  the  United  Nations  in  September,  where  President  Hu 
invited  President  Bush  to  Beijing. 

High-level  visits  such  as  these  are  essential  to  advancing  understanding, 
promoting  cooperation  on  common  concerns,  managing  conflicts,  and 
preventing  war.  But  the  U.S.  seems  to  be  giving  mixed  signals  about  its 
interest  in  advancing  these  mutual  interests. 

At  a  recent  conference.  Secretary  of  Defense  Rumsfeld  reportedly  asked: 
"Since  no  nation  threatens  China,  one  must  wonder:  Why  this  growing 
investment  (in  their  military]?  Why  these  continuing  large  and  expand¬ 
ing  arms  purchases?"  (MSNBC,  "Rumsfeld:  China  buildup  threat  to 
Asia,"  6/4/05)  During  his  visit  to  Beijing  in  October,  he  reportedly 
observed:  "Many  countries. . .  have  questions  about  the  pace  and  scope 
of  China's  military  expansion.  A  growth  in  China's  power  projection 
understandably  leads  other  nations  to  question  China's  intentions  and  to 
adjust  their  behavior  in  some  fashion."  (AP,  "Rumsfeld:  China  sending 
'mixed  signals,"'  10/19/05) 

What  Is  Context  of  Military  Buildup? 

That  China  is  rapidly  increasing  its  military  expenditures  on  pace  with 
its  expanding  economy  is  not  in  doubt.  China  is,  and  this  trend  under¬ 
standably  troubles  China's  neighbors.  However,  China's  military  build¬ 
up  is  not  occurring  in  a  vacuum;  the  Chinese  government  is  responding 
to  growing  threats  it  perceives  to  its  national  interests  -  especially  the 
increasingly  threatening  U.S.  military  posture  around  its  borders.  Secre¬ 
tary  Rumsfeld's  comments  seem  to  ignore  U.S.  foreign  and  military  poli¬ 
cies  that  the  Chinese  find  to  be  provocative.  When  the  Chinese  look  out 
from  their  borders,  they  see: 

■  Large  U.S.  military  bases  in  Japan,  South  Korea,  Guam,  Diego  Gar¬ 
cia,  Afghanistan,  Iraq,  Kuwait,  Qatar,  Bahrain,  and  Kyrgyzstan,  all 
within  striking  distance  of  China  or  the  oil  and  gas  reserves,  sea 
lanes,  and  pipelines  upon  which  China  depends  increasingly  for 
energy  supplies,  raw  materials,  and  trade. 

■  The  U.S.  Pacific  Fleet  off  China's  coast  with  dozens  of  warships  and 
submarines  and  far  superior  weaponry  to  its  own; 

■  Expanding  joint  U.S.  military  exercises  with  Japan,  the  Philippines, 
Malaysia,  Singapore,  Brunei,  Australia,  Thailand,  India,  and  Pakistan 
overland  and  in  the  Pacific,  South  China  Sea,  and  Indian  Ocean; 
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Steps  Needed  (continued  from  page  2) 

Today,  China  simply  cannot  afford  to  compete  with 

■  Large  U.S.  sales  of  advanced  weapons  to  Japan,  the  U.S.  as  a  global  military  power.  It  remains  a  rela- 

South  Korea,  Taiwan,  Australia,  Singapore,  Thai-  tively  poor  developing  country  compared  to  the  U.S., 

land,  and  Pakistan;  with  a  GDP  that  is  only  about  one-eighth  that  of  the 

U.S.  and  a  population  that  is  more  than  four  times 

■  Enhanced  U.S.  military  ties  with  japan  on  missile  larger.  Wisely,  China's  leaders  remain  dedicated  to 

shields;  the  U.S.  and  Japan  intruding  into  China's  pursuing  a  peaceful  path  to  development.  The  regime 

internal  affairs  with  the  recent  joint  expression  of  recognizes  that  its  domestic  political  legitimacy 

common  concern  that  relations  between  China  depends  on  how  quickly  and  effectively  it  can  raise 

and  Taiwan  remain  peaceful;  and  the  U.S.  encour-  the  standard  of  living  to  meet  the  rising  expectations 

agement  of  Japan  to  expand  its  military  capabili-  of  the  majority  800  million,  mostly  rural,  poor  Chi- 

ties;  nese.  China's  future  prosperity  depends  upon  its  abil¬ 

ity  to  engage  competitively  in  international  trade  and 

■  Aggressive  U.S.  military  courting  of  the  govern-  investment,  for  which  peaceful  relations  and  security 

ments  of  Central  Asia  for  forward  basing  rights  are  key.  Clearly,  war  is  not  the  answer  to  China's 

and  cooperation  in  the  global  "war  on  terror"  development  needs. 

which  could  easily  be  turned  to  China's  disadvan¬ 
tage  in  a  future  conflict.  (continued  on  page  4) 

Paranoid?  Hardly.  China's  leaders  have  seen  U.S. 
military  power  in  action  in  Afghanistan  and  Iraq. 

They  know  how  vulnerable  China  would  be  should 
Washington's  military  power  and  wrath  ever  be 
turned  toward  Beijing.  They  know  that  many  in  the 
Bush  administration  and  Congress  are  alarmed  by 
China's  rapidly  expanding  economic,  political,  and 
military  power  and  plan  to  contain  it. 

They  know  they  cannot  come  close  to  matching  U.S. 
military  power  now.  Yet,  they  do  not  want  to  be  bul¬ 
lied  by  the  U.S.  as  others  have  been.  And  they  clearly 
believe  that  building  a  stronger  military  is  key  to 
advancing  their  national  interests,  as  evidenced  by  the 
hundreds  of  missiles  China  has  deployed  across  from 
Taiwan  and  by  recent  naval  encounters  in  waters  off 
the  coast  of  Japan  where  contested  oil  and  gas  depos¬ 
its  have  been  found. 

But  China  still  has  a  very  long  way  to  go  to  match 
the  U.S.  The  U.S.  is  spending  far  more  on  its  military 
than  China  does.  China  reports  that  its  official  mili¬ 
tary  budget  was  about  $25  billion  in  2004,  whereas 
the  Pentagon  estimates  China  spent  three  times  that 
amount.  Yet,  even  if  China  did  spend  $75  billion  on 
its  military  (as  the  Pentagon  estimates  but  the  Chinese 
government  denies),  Chinese  expenditures  were  still 
dwarfed  by  U.S.  military  outlays  in  2004  which  came 
in  at  about  $500  billion  -  including  the  costs  of  the 
wars  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  international  security 
assistance,  and  military  health  and  retirement. 


A  Gift  Idea  to  Prevent  the  Next  War 

Give  friends  and  relatives  a  gift  that  brings  a 
monthly  message  of  hope  and  action  for  a  world 
at  peace,  a  just  community,  and  an  earth  restored. 
Send  them  the  monthly  FCNL  Washington  Neivs- 
letter  and  quarterly  Indian  Report  for  a  year  by 
making  a  donation  in  their  name  to  FCNL.  (These 
publications  are  sent  free  upon  request.  A  dona¬ 
tion  of  $35  or  more  is  appreciated!) 

A  card  will  be  sent  to  the  person  informing  her 
or  him  that  the  newsletters  will  be  coming  as  a 
gift  from  you. 

Mail  your  check  to  FCNL,  245  Second  Street,  NE, 
Washington,  DC,  20002.  Enclose  a  list  of  names 
and  addresses  of  persons  you  want  to  honor  with 
this  gift. 

Charge  your  donation  to  your  credit  card  by  call¬ 
ing  800-630-1330,  ext.  2526. 

Donate  online  securely  by  going  to  FCNL's 
web  site  at  www.fcnl.org  and  click  on  "Donate 
Online."  In  the  "comment"  box  include  the 
names  and  addresses  of  persons  you  want  to 
honor. 

Thank  you! 


Page  4 


FCNL  Washington  Newsletter,  November/December  2005 


Steps  Needed  Now  to  Reduce  Threat 
Of  Future  U.S.  War  with  China 


(continued  from  pya^e  3) 

If  current  trends  continue  unabated,  the  U.S.  and 
China  face:  an  increasing  prospect  for  a  new'  arms 
race  with  each  other  and  involving  Japan  and  Tai- 
w'an;  rising  tension  across  the  Taiwan  Strait;  and 
military  confrontation  and  deadly  conflict  along  the 
Asia  Pacific  rim. 

Defusing  Potential  Conflict 

what  can  the  U.S.  government  do  to  help  guide 
international  relations  in  the  region  in  a  different 
direction?  How'  can  the  U.S.  prevent  the  next  arms 
race  and  possible  war  before  they  get  started? 

The  Bush  administration  has  already  taken  a  step  in 
the  right  direction  through  its  high-level  diplomatic 
engagement.  This  needs  to  be  sustained.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  the  administration  should 

■  Halt  the  sale  of  offensive  weapons  to  Taiwan, 
urge  the  Chinese  government  to  remove  the 
hundreds  of  missiles  now'  aimed  at  Taiwan  from 
across  the  Taiw  an  Strait,  and  continue  to  impress 
upon  the  Chinese  government  the  importance  of 
resolving  its  conflicts  w'ith  Taiw'an  peacefully; 

Continue  to  work  cooperatively  w'ith  the  Chinese 
government  and  other  state  parties  to  the  six- 
party  talks  on  North  Korean  nuclear  disarma¬ 
ment  for  a  negotiated  resolution; 


Halt  further  provocative  U.S.  ballistic  missile 
defense  development  in  the  region; 

■  Cease  contributing  to  the  antagonism  between 
Japan  and  China  and  instead  facilitate  improved 
relations  betw'een  them; 

■  Develop  multilateral  agreements  for  common 
security  in  East  Asia  that  include  measures  to 
reduce  threats,  build  confidence,  reduce  arsenals, 
increase  transparency,  and  promote  business, 
scholarly,  and  cultural  exchanges; 

■  Work  with  China  to  reduce  both  countries'  over¬ 
dependence  on  cMl,  improve  energy  efficiency, 
and  develop  cleaner,  more  sustainable,  and 
renew'able  energy  sources. 

Congress  can  help  create  an  alternative  future,  too, 
by  enacting  the  "United  States  -  Peoples  Republic  of 
China  Cultural  Engagement  Act,"  S.  1117,  introduced 
by  Sens.  Lieberman  (CT)  and  Alexander  (TN),  w'hich 
w'ould  invest  in  expanding  U.S.  elementary  through 
university-level  Chinese  language  and  cultural  edu¬ 
cation  programs,  support  academic  and  scientific 
exchange,  expand  U.S.  economic  foreign  service  per¬ 
sonnel  in  U.S.  consulates  in  China,  and  promote  the 
development  of  U.S.  export  opportunities  to  China. 

Peace  is  possible  between  the  U.S.  and  China  later 
this  century,  if  we  construct  it  now'.  ■ 


FCNL  Intern  Application  Deadline  March  6 


“FCNL  intern  zmrk  ims  given  me  a  huge  chunk  of  poli¬ 
cy  to  sink  my  teeth  into." 

“Jay  O'Hara,  2005-2006  intern. 

FCNL  is  now  accepting  applications  for  its  2006- 
2007  internship  program.  Prospective  interns 
should  read  instructions  online  at  http://w'ww. 
fcnl.org/intern.htm  and  print  out  an  application. 

FCNL  offers  between  three  and  five  full-time, 
paid  internships  each  year.  Internships  run  for  11 
months,  beginning  in  August  or  September.  Can¬ 
didates  should  have  a  bachelor's  degree  or  equiva¬ 


lent  experience.  Interns  receive  full  health  care 
and  dental  coverage,  sick  leave  and  vacation  time, 
and  a  public  transportation  stipend. 

Interns  serve  as  assistants  to  senior  staff,  working 
on  newsletters  and  the  web  site,  mobilizing  our 
constituents,  and  researching  and  writing  about 
such  issues  as  peace,  civil  liberties.  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  rights,  U.S.  relations  with  North  Korea,  and 
nuclear  disarmament.  They  attend  congressional 
hearings  and  coalition  meetings,  write  articles  and 
action  alerts,  and  analyze  legislation. 
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Iraqis  See  Democracy  as  Meaningless 
Without  Peace  and  Security 

By  Rick  McDowell,  Senior  Fellow  for  Iraq  Policy 


"People  cannot  speak,  no  one  is  listening;  we  are  los¬ 
ing  our  voices  and  feeling  helpless,  but  we  will  never 
give  up,"  Hanna,  the  director  of  an  Iraqi  women's 
organization,  told  me.  While  struggling  with  dete¬ 
riorating  security,  government  corruption,  increasing 
unempbyment,  and  worsening  living  conditions, 
Hanna  lamented  "people  laugh  when  you  speak  of 
elections  and  the  constitution." 

Many  Iraqis  I  speak  with  want  the  elections  to  suc¬ 
ceed,  but  their  day-to-day  experiences  leave  them 
believing  that  a  positive  outcome  is  less  and  less 
likely.  "In  Baghdad,  you  see  a  city  of  dead  people. 
The  streets  are  empty,  nobody  is  out  and  everyone  is 
afraid,"  confided  Amir,  an  Iraqi  friend  and  univer¬ 
sity  professor.  "It  is  not  a  question  of  the  constitu¬ 
tion  only.  The  question  is  how  to  make  the  country 
peaceful  again,"  he  told  me.  "It  seems  very  difficult 
now,  but  maybe  Iraqis  are  becoming  aware  of  their 
responsibility.  We  must  take  our  destiny  into  our 
own  hands." 

Iraqis  Suspicions  of  Democracy 

Iraqis  are  under  siege  and  increasingly  suspicious  of 
the  "march"  to  democracy.  A  succession  of  interim 
governments  has  failed  to  bring  about  security  or 
an  improvement  in  the  lives  of  Iraqi  families.  Hun¬ 
dreds  of  scientists,  doctors  and  university  staff  have 
been  systematically  murdered  by  organized  terror¬ 
ists  or  criminals.  Hundreds  of  thousands  more,  who 
endured  under  the  Saddam  Hussein  regime  and 
UN-imposed  economic  sanctions,  have  left  the  coun¬ 
try,  while  countless  thousands  have  been  internally 
displaced. 

The  U.S.  response  has  been  to  impose  a  military 
solution  on  a  largely  political  crisis  leading  to  further 
bloodshed  for  both  Iraqis  and  Americans.  Ninety- 
four  soldiers  were  killed  in  October,  the  bloodiest 
month  since  January  2005. 

Instead  of  building  upon  Iraq's  diversity  and  unify¬ 
ing  identity,  interim  governments  installed  by  the 
U.S.  occupation  have  been  drawn  along  religious  and 


ethnic  lines  which  has  led  to  reprisal  killings,  forced 
displacements,  and  ethnic  cleansing. 

Rather  than  promoting  democracy,  the  constitution, 
written  in  haste  with  arbitrary  timelines  determined 
by  U.S.  politics,  has  served  to  further  polarize  and 
destabilize  Iraq. 


"It's  not  a  question  of  the  cojistitution  only.  The  question 
is  how  to  make  the  country  peaceful  again." 

— Iraqi  university  professor 


It  is  difficult  to  believe  the  combined  capacity  of  the 
State  Department,  Pentagon  and  intelligence  agen¬ 
cies  failed  to  predict  and  prevent  what  Iraqi's  fear 
most:  civil  war.  The  nonpartisan  International  Crisis 
Group  predicts  that  the  country  is  "heading  toward 
de  facto  partition  and  civil  war." 

Time  is  running  out.  The  U.S.  occupation  is  fueling 
anti-American  sentiment.  As  Congress  appropriates 
billions  to  fortify  U.S.  bases  and  begin  construction 
on  the  world's  largest  embassy,  the  notable  absence 
of  a  transparent  strategy  has  resulted  in  failure  for 
both  Americans  and  Iraqis. 

The  U.S.  must  not  abandon  Iraq,  but  U.S.  forces  must 
leave  and  hand  over  their  bases  in  order  to  create  the 
conditions  necessary  for  a  sustainable  transition  for 
peace  in  Iraq.  ■ 

(Rick  McDowell  joined  the  FCNL  staff  in  April  after  he 
and  his  -wife  Mary  Trotochaiid  sensed  as  AFSC  country 
representatives  in  Iraq  for  two  years.  Rick  and  Mary  are 
in  almost  daily  contact  with  former  Iraqi  colleagues  and 
friends.) 


Attention  Quaker  Meetings  and  Churches 

FCNL's  priority  setting  process  for  the  110th 
Congress  begins  in  January  2006.  Please  look 
for  a  mailing  soon. 
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The  ''Global  War  on  Terror"  Has  Failed, 
War  Is  Not  the  Answer 


Four  years  ago,  the  U.S.  government  launched  a 
"global  war  on  terror"  to  defeat  violent  extremists. 

But  the  "war  on  terror"  has  failed,  and  in  October 
FCNL  appealed  to  Congress  to  end  it. 

The  president's  war  on  terror  has  not  brought  jus¬ 
tice  or  restored  peace  and  security.  Indeed,  because 
of  the  president's  policies,  the  spiral  of  violence 
has  deepened.  Terror  and  grief  have  spread  across 
Afghanistan  and  Iraq,  where  tens  of  thousands  of 
innocent  civilians  have  died  because  of  U.S.  policies, 
and  where  violence  remains  a  daily  fact  of  life. 

Terror  and  grief  also  have  entered  the  homes  of  hun¬ 
dreds  of  thousands  of  Americans  who  anxiously 
await  the  return  of  loved  ones  from  war  and  of  the 
thousands  now  grieving  for  the  dead  and  wounded. 

The  president  has  handed  extremists  their  victory: 

■  They  wanted  to  stand  face  to  face  with  world 
leaders;  President  Bush  elevated  them  from  their 
status  as  international  criminals  to  the  status  of 
equals  in  war. 

■  They  wanted  to  provoke  U.S.  military  interven¬ 
tion  and  repression  in  Muslim  countries;  Presi¬ 
dent  Bush  gave  them  wars  in  Afghanistan  and 
Iraq  and  U.S.-sponsored  torture. 

■  They  wanted  the  president  to  create  the  condi¬ 
tions  for  recruiting  and  building  their  global  net¬ 
work;  President  Bush  obliged. 

■  They  wanted  to  weaken  the  U.S.  in  a  costly  war 
of  attrition;  President  Bush  went  to  war  on  their 
battleground  on  their  terms. 

■  They  wanted  to  bankrupt  the  U.S.  economy  and 
starve  it  of  oil;  President  Bush's  energy  strategy, 
which  does  little  to  reduce  U.S.  dependence  on 
foreign  oil,  helps  them  to  do  this. 

After  the  Sept.  11,  2001,  attacks,  FCNL  warned  that 
"terrorism  is  not  a  person,  a  place,  or  thing.  We  can¬ 
not  blast  it  out  of  this  world.  Violent  retaliation  by 
the  U.S.  will  sow  more  seeds  of  hatred  and  reap  a 
new  harvest  of  terror." 


Indeed,  the  war  on  terror  has  planted  those  very 
seeds,  and  we  are  seeing  the  harvest  in  Iraq,  in 
Afghanistan,  and  elsewhere  where  al-Zarqawi, 
Osama  bin  Laden,  and  other  violent  extremists 
strike. 

Top  Pentagon  officials  acknowledge  that  the  Iraq  war 
has  become  a  magnet,  attracting  an  undetermined, 
but  not  insignificant,  number  of  foreign  fighters  bent 
of  expelling  U.S.  and  allied  forces  whom  they  regard 
as  occupiers  and  violators  of  Islam's  holy  sites.  At  a 
hearing  in  October,  Gen.  George  Casey,  the  top  U.S. 
commander  in  Iraq,  said  that  the  large  military  pres¬ 
ence  in  Iraq  "feeds  the  notion  of  occupation."  The 
State  Department's  latest  annual  report  on  terrorism 
stated  that  Iraq  has  become  a  "melting  pot  of  jihad- 
ists  from  around  the  world." 


"The  public  has  been  led  into  a  trap  from  which  it  will  be 
hard  to  escape  with  dignity  and  honor.  They  have  been 
tricked  into  it  by  a  steady  withholding  of  information...  The 
Baghdad  communiques  are  belated,  insincere,  incomplete. 
Things  have  been  far  worse  than  we  have  been  told,  our 
administration  more  bloody  and  inefficient  than  the  public 
knows...  We  are  today  not  far  from  a  disaster." 

-  T.E.  Lawrence  (Lawrence  of  Arabia) 
The  Sunday  Times  of  London,  Aug.  22, 1920 


In  its  October  6  letter,  FCNL  urged  Congress  to  "end 
the  war  on  terror,  and  the  cycle  of  violence.  Bring  the 
perpetrators  of  the  September  11  attacks  to  justice 
under  the  rule  of  international  laws  and  institutions 
to  protect  civilians  from  violence.  Stop  supporting 
oppressive  regimes." 

We  urged  Congress  to  "redirect  U.S.  policies  to 
address  the  deep  social,  economic  and  political 
inequalities  that  fester  throughout  the  developing 
world.  Demonstrate  our  country's  enduring  commit¬ 
ment  to  freedom,  democracy,  human  rights,  and  the 
rule  of  law  in  ways  that  we  pursue  and  respond  to 
violent  extremism." 

War  is  not  the  answer  to  violent  extremism.  ■ 
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Green  Building  (continued  from  page  8) 

systems.  They  have  sent  us  photos  of  our  grow¬ 
ing,  green  roof  from  their  vantage  point  across 
the  street  in  the  Hart  Senate  Office  Building. 

■  Leaders  from  local  area  churches  and  syna¬ 
gogues,  affiliated  with  the  Greater  Washington 
Interfaith  Power  and  Light  non-profit,  were  inter¬ 
ested  to  learn  about  how  our  faith  community 
united  behind  this  challenging  project  and  car¬ 
ried  it  out  so  successfully.  Could  their  congre¬ 
gations  build  green  houses  of  worship,  as  well? 
More  people  need  to  see  this,  they  said. 

■  Senate  staff  and  other  passers-by  enjoy  lunches 
and  respite  in  the  autumn  sun  on  the  FCNL 
benches  in  the  newly  landscaped  front. 

■  Friends  from  across  the  country  have  come  to 
admire  what  they  have  helped  to  build  and  to 
learn  what  they  might  do  to  improve  energy  effi¬ 
ciency  and  conservation  at  home,  in  their  meet¬ 
ings,  and  at  other  Quaker  institutions. 

Energy  Costs  Will  Be  Cut 

One  of  FCNL's  top  legislative  priorities  is  to  pro¬ 
mote  long-term  protection  of  the  environment 


and  eliminate  a  critical  cause  of  violent  conflict  by 
reducing  oil  consumption  and  accelerating  devel¬ 
opment  and  use  of  renewable  energy  resources. 

But  we  do  not  just  say  it;  we  do  it.  From  the  geo¬ 
thermal  heating  and  cooling  system,  vegetated 
roof,  and  high-efficiency  lighting,  to  the  insulated 
windows,  extensive  natural  lighting,  recycled 
paper,  soy  ink,  and  support  for  bike  and  public 
transit  riders  on  staff,  FCNL  is  dramatically  reduc¬ 
ing  the  ecological  impact  of  its  office  operations 
and  saving  energy  while  showing  others  how  they 
can  do  it,  too. 

Our  new  building  offers  tangible  evidence  that  we 
are  indeed  seeking  an  Earth  restored.  ■ 

(More  information  about  the  “green"  features  of  the 
new  FCNL  building  can  be  found  on  our  web  site  at 
wwwfcnl.org) 


Sustainable  Energy  Policy:  As  a  legislative  priority 
for  the  109th  Congress,  FCNL  works  to  “promote 
long-term  protection  of  the  environment  and 
elimination  of  a  critical  cause  of  violent  conflict 
by  reducing  oil  consumption  and  accelerating 
development  and  the  use  of  renewable  energy 
sources." 


Green  Roof:  The  vegetated 
roof  seen  here  from  the 
Hart  Senate  Office  Build¬ 
ing  across  the  street,  helps 
control  rain  runoff  and 
decreases  the  citifs  “heat 
island"  effect — the  increase 
in  urban  temperatures  due 
to  the  absorption  of  heat  in 
non-reflective  materials  and 
surfaces  of  most  buildings. 
The  roof  is  landscaped  with 
low-maintenance,  drought- 
tolerant  plants  which  do 
not  require  irrigation.  The 
planting  medium  also  pro¬ 
vides  added  insulation  to  the 
roof  (Photo  courtesy  of  the 
U.S.  Architect  of  the  Capitol 
Archives) 
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The  Ministry  of  Our  New  Green  Building 
Begins  -  In  a  Place  Just  Right 


When  people  ask  about  FCNL's  legislative  work  on 
energy  and  the  environment,  we  can  now  point  to 
our  newest  and  biggest  advocate  on  Capitol  Hill:  our 
new,  accessible,  "green"  building.  Already,  in  just 
the  first  three  months  since  we  moved  in,  we  have 
received  more  attention  from  members  of  Congress 
and  their  staff  than  some  lobby  campaigns  receive 
after  years  of  determined  effort. 

■  Impressed  by  a  tour  of  our  building.  Senator  Jim 
Jeffords  (VT)  wants  to  re-introduce  legislation  to 
promote  green  design  features  in  government 
and  public  buildings. 

■  Rep.  Frank  Wolf  (VA)  sees  this  building  as  a  sym¬ 
bol  of  FCNL's  integrity  as  an  institution — another 
example  of  putting  our  beliefs  into  action. 

■  Rep.  Rush  Holt  (NJ)  welcomed  us  back  to  the  Hill 
saying  how  essential  it  is  for  FCNL  to  be  here 
now. 

■  Congressional  staff  from  the  energy  and  envi¬ 
ronment  committees  want  to  learn  from  FCNL's 
experience  so  they  can  draft  better  energy  legisla¬ 
tion. 

■  Staff  from  the  Architect  of  the  Capitol  wonder  if 
some  of  our  green  features  can  be  incorporated 
into  the  buildings  they  manage.  They  want  to 
know  more  about  the  design  and  engineering 


ADA  Compliant:  Although  exempt  for  the  requirements 
of  the  Americans  With  Disabilities  Act,  FCNL  chose  to 
comply  with  the  law  FCNL  helped  to  enact.  The  outside 
ramp,  elevator,  and  wheelchair-accessible  bathrooms  and 
copy  machines  are  some  of  the  ADA  features  of  the  new 
building. 


(continued  on  page  7) 


